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A la découverte des femmes scientifiques dans les rues 
de Paris - Parcours bleu 

In the Footsteps of Women Scientists through the 
Streets of Paris - Blue Route 

An initiative by the Femmes & Sciences association, inspired by a suggestion from the 
City of Paris. English adaptation by L. Ter Ovanessian for ISSOL. 

Prologue 

Long excluded from schools and universities, women have only recently been able 
to take their place in the sciences, yet for the most part, they remain little known. 
Featuring around twenty women covering all scientific fields, we pay tribute to all those 
who have contributed to the advancement of knowledge. Their portraits are divided into 
two walking tours: the "orange" route, from the Panthéon to the Academy of Sciences, and 
the "blue" route, from the National Museum of Natural History to the Observatory. Each 
tour is divided into 11 stations, providing a brief description of the buildings where these 
women scientists lived or worked. 

Paying tribute to them is also an opportunity to discuss the place of women in science, 
both past and present. By presenting these portraits, our intention is not to showcase 
exceptions or unattainable icons, but to offer a variety of role models for young girls 
currently embarking on scientific paths. The major challenges facing our society require 
the implementation of new scientific concepts and advanced technological solutions. A 
great diversity of talent, involving women just as much as men, is essential. 

 

Blue route presentation 

This route connects, from east to west, two historic and prestigious scientific 
institutions in Paris: the National Museum of Natural History (MNHN, established in 1793) 
and the Paris Observatory (founded in 1667), via eleven stages that highlight women 
scientists and their remarkable work. 

The MNHN [01] will give us the opportunity to look back at Katia Krafft, a passionate 
volcanologist, whose substantial collection of photos and films is preserved there. 
Passing by the Jussieu campus of Sorbonne University [02] (formerly the Pierre and Marie 
Curie University), we will pay tribute to Marie Curie, a brilliant scientist and two-time 
Nobel laureate. We will then walk up the Montagne Sainte-Geneviève, one of the hills of 
Paris that occupies part of the Latin Quarter. The former École Polytechnique [03], now 
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the headquarters of the MESR (Ministry of Higher Education and Research), will lead us to 
discover Rose Dieng-Kuntz, a computer scientist and pioneer of the semantic web. 

In front of the Musée Déjerine [04], we will honor the memory of Augusta Klumpke, a 
neurologist and the first female resident in the history of Paris hospitals. A short detour 
toward the Petit Palais du Luxembourg [05] will provide an occasion to highlight Nicole-
Reine Lepaute, a French astronomer from the Age of Enlightenment. Then, outside the 
IBPC (Institute of Physico-Chemical Biology) [06], we will evoke Marianne Grunberg-
Manago, a biochemist who became the first female president of the Academy of Sciences 
in 1995. In front of the Institut Curie [07], we will pay tribute to Marguerite Perey, the 
physicist who discovered the final natural radioactive element, francium. 

Continuing our journey, we will stop outside the Val-de-Grâce Hospital [08] to talk about 
Suzanne Gros-Noël, a doctor who specialized in reconstructive surgery during the First 
World War. We will also pause at the Port-Royal Maternity Hospital [09] to honor the 
memory of Angélique du Coudray, who trained thousands of midwives in childbirth during 
the 18th century. Finally, we will reach our ultimate destination, the Paris Observatory [10] 
[11], to pay tribute to two great astronomers: Edmée Chandon, the first French 
professional female astronomer, and Dorothea Klumpke (Augusta’s sister), who directed 
the Observatory's Bureau des Mesures and who has two asteroids named after her. 
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Station 01 Katia Krafft 

I am a pioneering and fearless volcanologist, risking my life for my passion. 

Where to find me? MUSÉUM NATIONAL D’HISTOIRE NATURELLE 57 rue Cuvier 

 

Catherine Marie Joséphine Conrad, known as Katia Krafft, was born on April 17, 1942, in 
Soultz (Haut-Rhin, Alsace). Her parents, a primary school teacher and a worker, sent her 
to complete part of her education at a religious school. Initially working as a 
schoolteacher herself, she went on to study physics and geochemistry at the University 
of Strasbourg, later becoming a mathematics teacher. In 1966, she met geologist Maurice 
Krafft at the University of Besançon, and they married in 1970. After their first trip to 
Stromboli, where they photographed nearly continuous volcanic eruptions, they quickly 
built a career filming eruptive phenomena all over the world. They collaborated with all 
major French and international volcanology institutions. 

Katia Krafft was one of the first volcanologists to photograph eruptions from such close 
proximity. Together with her husband, she took 300,000 photographs and captured 
hundreds of hours of film, thereby popularizing the profession of volcanology among 
women. In 1969, she was awarded the Prix de la Fondation de la Vocation (Vocation 
Foundation Prize) for her work. 

On February 25, 1975, alongside their teammate Roland Haas, the Kraffts received the 
Prix Liotard de l'Exploration (Liotard Exploration Prize) from the President of the Republic, 
Valéry Giscard d'Estaing. On June 3, 1991, they, along with 35 other people, were swept 
away by a pyroclastic flow (a scorching current of gas and volcanic matter) on the slopes 
of Mount Unzen in Japan. 

The Site: Established under Louis XIII, the MNHN (National Museum of Natural History) is 
simultaneously a museum, a research institution, and a center for education and training. 
It houses countless collections showcasing current knowledge about the Earth and the 
living world. Katia and Maurice Krafft's formidable collection of volcanic images and 
videos is preserved here. 
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Station 02 Maria Sklodowska Curie 

I am a chemist and physicist, known for my work on natural radioactivity. I am the only 
woman to have received two Nobel Prizes. 

Where to find me? SORBONNE UNIVERSITÉ 4 Place Jussieu 

 

Born in Warsaw in 1867, Maria Sklodowska excelled in her secondary education but had 
to leave Poland to pursue higher education. She arrived in France in 1891 and enrolled at 
the Sorbonne, where she earned a degree in physics (1893) and another in mathematics 
(1894). She then chose to work on natural radioactivity alongside Pierre Curie, her future 
husband. The first woman to win a Nobel Prize in Physics (1903), which she shared with 
her husband and Henri Becquerel, she made history by winning a second Nobel Prize on 
her own, this time in Chemistry (1911). In 1922, she was elected to the Academy of 
Medicine without even being a candidate, in recognition of a groundbreaking new 
treatment, "curiethérapie" (brachytherapy). A brilliant scientist, she constantly sought to 
put her work at the service of the public. During the First World War, she worked with the 
Red Cross to equip 18 radiological cars to help wounded soldiers. The Institut Curie 
(formerly the Radium Institute), a foundation recognized for its public utility since 1921, 
was born from her vision. As a member of the League of Nations' "International 
Committee on Intellectual Cooperation" dedicated to science and peace, she traveled 
and lectured extensively. Her renown was such that she became the first female scientist 
to be interred in the Panthéon in 1995. 

“It is […] a great feminist victory that we celebrate today. […] In truth, I tell you: the time is 
near when women will become human beings.” 
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Quote published in Le Journal following Marie Curie’s inaugural lecture on November 5, 
1906. 

The Site: Pierre and Marie Curie University (Paris VI) was established in 1971 following the 
1968 Faure Law on higher education, bringing together a significant portion of the science 
and medicine departments, laboratories, and hospitals of the former University of Paris. 
It took the name Pierre and Marie Curie University in 1974. In 2018, it merged with Paris-
Sorbonne University (Paris IV), with the combined institution becoming Sorbonne 
University. 

 

Station 03 Rose Dieng-Kuntz 

I am a computer scientist and a pioneer of the “intelligent” web. 

Where to find me? ANCIENNE ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE-MESR (X) 1 rue Descartes 

 

Born into a modest family in Senegal, Rose Dieng excelled in her secondary education in 
Dakar before completing a classe préparatoire (an intensive foundation course) at the 
Lycée Fénelon in Paris. In 1976, she passed the entrance exams for the École 
Polytechnique (also known as "X"). As the first African woman to enter this prestigious 
school, she went on to earn her engineering degree, followed by a PhD in Computer 
Science from the Université Paris-Sud in Orsay. A brief time at Digital Equipment 
Corporation introduced her to artificial intelligence, which became her lifelong passion. 
In 1985, she joined INRIA, and in 1992, she became one of its first female project 
managers. From 1995 onward, as the World Wide Web became widespread, Rose Dieng 
was one of the first to understand its critical importance as a key medium for 
disseminating and sharing knowledge. In 1999, the inventor of the web introduced the 
concept of the "semantic web" to facilitate data exchange between web-connected 
applications. Rose Dieng and her team became pioneers of the intelligent models and 
algorithms that enabled this evolution, contributing to the formalization and automation 
of data extraction, representation, and processing from documents and databases. 
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Honored with the Prix Irène Joliot-Curie in 2005 and the Légion d'Honneur in 2006, Rose 
Dieng passed away prematurely in 2008. 

“...Being a woman, an African, and a scientist can be difficult in certain contexts, but it 
makes you want to fight because you represent a symbol.” 

The Site: This institution was founded in 1794 by the National Convention and militarized 
in 1804 by Napoleon I. Formerly located in Paris, it is now based in Palaiseau (Essonne) 
as part of the IPP (Institut Polytechnique de Paris). A Grande École operating under the 
authority of the Ministry of the Armed Forces, it trains engineers. In 1972, the school’s 
competitive entrance exams were opened to young women, and Rose Dieng became the 
first African woman to join "X" in 1976. 

 

Station 04 Augusta Klumpke 

I am a physician and neurologist, and the first woman to become a resident in Paris 
hospitals. 

Where to find me? MUSÉE DÉJERINE 21 rue de l’Ecole de Médecine 

 

Born on October 15, 1859, in San Francisco into a very wealthy family, Augusta Klumpke 
was the second of six children (five girls and one boy). In October 1876, she began her 
studies at the Paris Faculty of Medicine, the only French medical faculty at the time to 
accept female students. She also took courses in chemistry, anatomy, and histology, 
acquiring the foundational knowledge that would later allow her to delve deeper into 
neuropathology. 

In 1879, Augusta Klumpke requested to take the competitive exams for a medical 
externship (externat), which was refused. From that point on, under the leadership of 
Blanche Edwards, a movement was launched to admit women to the externship program. 
Klumpke and Edwards successfully passed the externship exam in October 1882. 
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However, the administration refused to let them register for the residency (internat) exam 
in 1884. Ultimately, Augusta passed in October 1886, becoming the first female medical 
resident in the history of Paris hospitals. Following her marriage to Jules Déjerine, she 
pursued her research alongside her husband, who became a professor of neurology. 
Elected as a member of the Neurology Society in 1901, she served as its president in 1914 
and 1915. In 1905, she was decorated with the Medal of Courage, and in 1913, she was 
named a Knight (Chevalière) of the National Order of the Legion of Honor by the Ministry 
of Public Instruction. 

Augusta Klumpke-Dejerine established a neurological department for wounded soldiers 
at the Salpêtrière Hospital. In 1915, at the age of 56, she was appointed chief of clinic 
(chef de clinique). She was a pioneer of rehabilitative medicine for patients with nervous 
system damage. She successfully established herself in an exclusively male environment 
through quiet, relentless hard work, demonstrating her scientific excellence. She died on 
November 5, 1927, in Paris (7th arrondissement), where she is buried in the Père-Lachaise 
Cemetery. 

The Site: Inaugurated in 1923, this museum of neurology remained open to the public 
until 1937, when it was integrated into the Musée Dupuytren. It housed a rich collection of 
anatomical photographs, some of which earned it the nickname "museum of horrors." 
Today preserved at Sorbonne University, this collection contributed significantly to the 
movement to preserve and heritage-list medical sciences in Paris during the 1920s. 

 

Station 05 Nicole-Reine Lepaute 

I am a mathematician and astronomer, and I calculated the exact return of Halley's 
Comet. 

Where to find me? PALAIS DU PETIT LUXEMBOURG 15 rue de Vaugirard
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A mathematician of the Age of Enlightenment, Nicole-Reine Étable de la Brière was born 
in Paris in January 1723 in the Palais du Petit Luxembourg, where her parents resided, her 
father serving as a footman to the Duchess of Berry. She displayed a deep curiosity for 
science early on. Married to Jean-André Lepaute, the King's clockmaker, she contributed 
to his work by calculating the pendulum oscillation tables for the Traité d’horlogerie 
(Treatise on Clockmaking) that he published in 1755. This work brought her into contact 
with astronomer Jérôme de Lalande, who quickly recognized her remarkable abilities and 
enlisted them alongside mathematician Alexis Clairaut. 

In 1757, they asked her to help them determine the date of Halley's Comet's next 
perihelion (its closest approach to the Sun). Following months of particularly grueling 
calculations that factored in gravitational perturbations from Jupiter and Saturn, Clairaut 
announced to the Academy of Sciences in November 1758 that the comet would pass on 
April 13, 1759. In fact, the comet reached perihelion on... March 12, 1759! However, 
Clairaut completely omitted Madame Lepaute's name from his report, causing a falling-
out with Lalande, who always acknowledged her valuable contribution. She continued to 
collaborate with Lalande, calculating the ephemerides (astronomical tables) used 
notably for observing the transits of Venus in 1761 and 1769, and for mapping the orbit of 
the comet observed in 1762. She also worked on the annular solar eclipse of April 1764, 
calculating its duration and visibility across Europe. 

Additionally, she educated Joseph Lepaute Dagelet, her husband's nephew, who would 
go on to become a brilliant astronomer, elected as an assistant astronomer to the Royal 
Academy of Sciences in 1785. Gradually losing her sight, she died in Paris on December 
6, 1788. 

The Site: The Petit Luxembourg has been the official residence of the President of the 
French Senate since 1825. In 1570, François de Luxembourg, a Peer of France, acquired 
this private mansion built a few years prior and gave it his name. Marie de Medici 
purchased it in 1612 and built a new palace next to it—the current Palais du Luxembourg. 

 

Station 06 Marianne Grunberg-Manago 

I am a biochemist and molecular biologist, and the first woman to serve as President of 
the French Academy of Sciences. 

Where to find me? IBPC 13 rue Pierre et Marie Curie 
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Born in Petrograd (St. Petersburg), Marianne Grunberg arrived in France with her family at 
just nine months old. After earning her PhD in Chemical Biology in Paris in 1947, she spent 
three years completing a post-doctoral fellowship in the United States. She then settled 
at the Institute of Physico-Chemical Biology (IBPC) in Paris, where she rose through the 
ranks to become head of the Biochemistry Department in 1967. Her research focused on 
the complex mechanisms of protein synthesis. Her major discovery—initiated in the 
United States—was PNPase, an enzyme that catalyzes the synthesis of 
polyribonucleotides. This breakthrough proved essential in the early 1960s for cracking 
the genetic code. Appointed Director of Research at the CNRS in 1961 and associate 
professor of biochemistry at Paris VII University in 1972, she made history in 1995 by 
becoming the first female president of the Academy of Sciences, breaking an 
uninterrupted line of 200 men! She was also a member of the European Molecular Biology 
Organization (EMBO). Deeply charismatic, she did extensive work to promote and elevate 
science globally, notably by founding the Spetses International Summer School of 
Molecular Biology in Greece. Named a Grand Officer of the Legion of Honor, she received 
numerous accolades, including the L'Oréal-UNESCO Award for Women in Science in 
2002 for her lifetime achievements. 

The Site: The Institute of Physico-Chemical Biology (IBPC) is a multidisciplinary research 
institute. It was founded in 1930 by the Edmond de Rothschild Foundation. Spearheaded 
by Nobel laureate in physics Jean Perrin, it served as a blueprint for what would become 
the CNRS, established ten years later in 1939. Today, the IBPC is managed by a research 
federation whose units are affiliated with Sorbonne University and Université Paris Cité. 
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Station 07 Marguerite Perey 

I am a physicist and the discoverer of francium, the last naturally occurring radioactive 
element. 

Where to find me? INSTITUT CURIE 6 rue d’Ulm 

 

Born in the Paris region, Marguerite Perey was the youngest of five children. Her mother, 
widowed since 1914, could not afford to pay for her higher education. At the age of twenty, 
she brilliantly earned a state diploma in chemistry from the École d’enseignement 
technique féminin of the University of Paris, an educational institution for young women. 
This qualification enabled her to join the Radium Institute—Marie Curie's prestigious 
laboratory—as a trainee laboratory assistant in 1929. She quickly drew attention for her 
manual dexterity and soon became the personal assistant to Marie Curie, who was 
working on actinium-227 at the time. However, in 1934, Marie Curie passed away without 
completing her research on actinium. Irène Joliot-Curie and André Debierne, the 
laboratory's new director, asked Perey to prepare a highly purified source of actinium. 

It was during this process that she discovered the final naturally occurring radioactive 
element. The announcement of this discovery to the Academy of Sciences on January 9, 
1939, transformed her career. It allowed her to resume her university studies and defend 
a doctoral thesis. During her defense on March 21, 1946, she suggested naming element 
87 "francium" as a tribute to her country—following the example of Marie Curie, who had 
named element 84 "polonium" in honor of her homeland. 

Later appointed as a professor at the University of Strasbourg, she established a 
curriculum in radiochemistry there. She was also elected as a corresponding member of 
the Academy of Sciences, a historic first for a female scientist. Subsequently, she focused 
her research on the therapeutic applications of francium and successfully drove the 
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creation of the Nuclear Research Center in Strasbourg-Cronenbourg. Numerous awards 
and distinctions helped sustain her as she battled the illness she contracted as a result 
of her extensive work with radioactivity. 

The Site: The Institut Curie was formed in 1970 through the merger of the Radium 
Institute—a major laboratory founded in 1909 for Marie Curie after her first Nobel Prize—
and the Curie Foundation, its therapeutic counterpart created by Marie Curie and Dr. 
Claudius Regaud. Since then, the new foundation, the "Institut Curie," has pursued a 
threefold mission: research, teaching, and cancer treatment. 

 

Station 08 Suzanne Gros-Noël 

I am a physician specializing in reconstructive surgery, and a pioneer of plastic and 
cosmetic surgery. 

Where to find me? HOPITAL DU VAL DE GRÂCE 74 bd du Port Royal 

 

Born on January 19, 1878, into a bourgeois family in Laon, Suzanne Gros married a 
dermatologist, Henri Pertat, at a young age, who encouraged her to study medicine. 
Following his death, she married André Noël in 1919. She became a dermatologist, 
specializing in reconstructive surgery. She performed facelifts on Sarah Bernhardt and, 
most notably, reconstructed the faces of the "Gueules cassées" (the "broken faces" or 
severely disfigured soldiers) of the First World War alongside her mentor Hippolyte 
Morestin, a specialist in maxillofacial surgery. Cosmetic surgery (we owe her, among other 
techniques, the development of liposuction) appeared to her as a "true social benefit," as 
she wrote in her book La chirurgie esthétique, son rôle social (Cosmetic Surgery, Its Social 
Role). Parallel to her medical career, she championed women's right to vote, fully 
committed herself to their emancipation, and founded the first French chapter of 
Soroptimist International—a women's solidarity club—in 1924. She subsequently helped 
expand this club, which had been originally established in the USA in 1921, across 
Europe, the Middle East, and Asia. She traveled extensively to perfect her techniques and 
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provide medical care in the farthest corners of the world. In 1928, she received the Legion 
of Honor for her contribution to France's scientific renown on the international stage. She 
passed away at the age of 76, surrounded by many friends. 

“I wore a ribbon on my hat with 'I want to vote' printed in gold letters. Furthermore, I chose 
to specialize in plastic surgery, which was unknown until then, and people said I was twice 
as mad.”  

The Site: A military hospital during the French Revolution and later a military teaching 
hospital, this site is currently closed and is slated to welcome the Paris Santé Campus in 
2029. It was within its fifth division, colloquially known as the "Service des baveux" (the 
droolers' department), that Hippolyte Morestin operated and where Suzanne Noël 
completed her training. 

 

Station 09 Angélique Le Boursier du Coudray 

I am a midwife and an instructor in the art of childbirth, and a pioneer of obstetrics 
before it was even a recognized field. 

Where to find me? MATERNITÉ PORT-ROYAL 123 bd Port Royal 

 

Born in Clermont-Ferrand into a family of physicians, she was placed at a young age as an 
apprentice to the "master midwife" (maîtresse sage-femme) Anne Bairsin. She earned her 
diploma in obstetrics in September 1739. A few months later, she became a sworn 
midwife (sage-femme jurée) for the city of Paris and its suburbs. At the time, Paris was 
virtually the only place in France to have trained midwives and obstetric surgeons. To 
teach the art of childbirth, she invented a "machine" approved in 1758 by the Academy of 
Surgery—a life-sized mannequin representing a laboring woman's pelvis*. In 1759, she 
published her textbook, Abrégé de l’Art des accouchements (Summary of the Art of 
Childbirth). The second edition, published in 1777, featured colored plates, making it 
even more didactic. She also studied twin pregnancies, which were particularly high-risk 
during that era. After 16 years in Paris, pensioned by King Louis XV, she returned to 
Auvergne to provide free childbirth training in rural areas. She continued this work for 
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nearly 25 years throughout the kingdom, training thousands of women and surgeons. She 
is credited with founding numerous maternity hospices in many major cities. She died in 
isolation and destitution during the Reign of Terror. 

*A replica of this mannequin can be discovered at the Musée de l'Homme (Place du 
Trocadéro, Paris). 

The Site: Founded in 1795 in the former Port-Royal Abbey, the maternity hospice was 
initially designated for abandoned young children, their wet nurses, and women in the 
final stages of pregnancy. It was named the Maison de l’allaitement (House of Lactation) 
before being fully dedicated to childbirth. Attached to the Cochin Hospital, it has been 
part of the AP-HP-Centre-Université Paris Cité university hospital group since 2020. 

 

Station 10 Edmée Chandon 

I am an astrophysicist and the first French woman to become a professional 
astronomer. 

Where to find me? OBSERVATOIRE DE PARIS 98 bd Arago  

 

Born on November 21, 1885, in Paris, Edmée Chandon obtained two baccalaureats in 
1903 (in science and literature) followed by a degree in mathematics and physics at the 
Sorbonne. In 1908, at the age of 23, she ranked first in the highly competitive agrégation 
exam in mathematics, receiving the congratulations of the jury—at a time when young 
women did not yet have general access to universities. 

To pursue her passion for astronomy, she joined the Paris Observatory in 1908 as an 
unpaid trainee. Following the unanimous recommendation of the Observatory’s council, 
her remarkable skills earned her an appointment as an assistant astronomer (aide-
astronome). On March 1, 1912, she became the first French woman to secure a 
professional astronomer position, during an era when forging a scientific career was an 
extraordinary feat. 



14 
 

Mobilized during the First World War, she calculated the trajectories of artillery 
projectiles. She was appointed associate astronomer (astronome-adjointe) in 1924. On 
March 26, 1930, she defended her doctoral thesis at the Sorbonne, entitled Recherches 
sur les marées de la mer Rouge et du golfe de Suez (Research on Tides in the Red Sea and 
the Gulf of Suez). She thereby became the fourth woman—following Louise Amélie 
Leblois in 1888, Dorothea Klumpke in 1893, and Marie Curie in 1903—to earn a doctorate 
from the Sorbonne. She was also the first French woman to defend a state doctorate 
(thèse d'État) in mathematical sciences. 

In 1930, she was denied a promotion to full astronomer (astronome titulaire). She later 
suffered under the Vichy government’s law of November 11, 1940, which banned women 
from working, forcing her into early retirement in 1941. Reinstated in 1943, she attempted 
once more to be appointed full astronomer, but without success. She passed away the 
following year. 

The Site: The Paris Observatory was established in 1667 by Louis XIV at the request of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences. Its goal was to create an astronomical observatory equipped 
with high-quality instruments to produce reliable maps for maritime navigation. It was 
directed from 1669 to 1793 by the Cassini family, followed by a lineage of other prestigious 
astronomers. It stands as the oldest observatory in the world still in operation. 

 

Station 11 Dorothea Klumpke 

I am an astronomer and mathematician, and the first woman to hold a doctorate in 
astronomy. 

Where? OBSERVATOIRE DE PARIS Also 44 av de l’Observatoire 
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Born in San Francisco in 1861, Dorothea Klumpke arrived in Paris in 1877 with her mother 
and sisters to pursue her education, earning a degree in mathematics from the Sorbonne 
in 1886. In 1893, she made history as the first woman to earn a doctorate in astronomy, 
defending a thesis on the study of Saturn’s rings—making her the third woman ever to 
receive a Doctor of Science degree (docteure ès sciences). Hired as a research assistant 
(attachée) at the Paris Observatory in 1887, Dorothea worked on the international Carte 
du Ciel (Map of the Sky) project, measuring star coordinates on photographic plates. From 
1892 to 1901, she served as director of the Observatory's Bureau des mesures (Bureau of 
Measurements), which managed an immense volume of photographic plates. There, she 
led an all-female team performing the meticulous, long, and delicate work of measuring 
the exact positions of countless stars. 

In 1899, Dorothea Klumpke was selected to make a hot-air balloon ascent to observe the 
Leonid meteor shower, which is visible every November. 

Following her marriage to Isaac Roberts in 1901, she relocated to Sussex, England. 
Together, they observed and studied the nebular regions of Messier 57 and the HI 79 Ursae 
Majoris nebula. Continuing the research independently after her husband's death in 
1904, she published the Isaac Roberts' Atlas of 52 Regions, a Guide to Herschel's Fields 
(1929), as well as the Catalogue of Nebulae Observed with the 20-inch Kennesee 
Telescope (1922) and several scientific papers. 

In 1932, she was appointed an Officer of the Ordre des Palmes Académiques, and in 
1934, a Knight (Chevalier) of the Legion of Honor, celebrating her 48 years of service to 
French astronomy! She eventually returned to San Francisco, where she passed away in 
1942. 

Two asteroids are named in her honor: (1040) Klumpkea and (339) Dorothea. 

The Site: Same as before. 

ASSOCIATION FEMMES & SCIENCES 

Founded in 2000, the French national association Femmes & Sciences (F&S) brings 
together nearly 600 members who share the same commitment to promoting science 
among young people, particularly young girls, and to promoting women in scientific and 
technical careers. The association carries out numerous activities aimed at schools, 
policymakers, students, and more. It targets a wide range of audiences: the educational 
sector, the research and higher education community, leaders of scientific institutions, 
women's networks, businesses, and the public. Strong societal issues related to greater 
gender equality, the careers of female scientists, and their visibility underpin all the 
association's initiatives. It also works to raise public awareness of the inequalities in 
treatment between women and men, as well as the gender stereotypes that remain all too 
prevalent in society. 


